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Clermont, Fla. – Don’t 
let Auxiliary 5277’s  
size fool you. They may 
be a relatively small 

bunch for now – a few shy of  
30 members – but these ladies 
have big things in store.

They were just instituted in 
January of 2014, and they’ve 
been busy ever since, getting 
out in the community and 
actively supporting programs 
that support veterans. Looking 
ahead, recruiting and more 
recruiting are tops on their  
to-do list.

Auxiliary President Jeannie 
Ashline said formally organizing 
as a Ladies Auxiliary just made 
sense.

“What happened was Brigitte 
(Farrell’s) husband and my 
husband belong to the VFW 
Post, and we would go down 
and decorate and bake cookies 
for them and do dinners, and we 
finally decided we have to start a 
Ladies Auxiliary,” she said.

For Farrell, who immigrated 
to the U.S. from Germany 
four decades ago and officially 
became a U.S. citizen as 
America was celebrating its 
200th birthday, it’s about family 
and country. 

“I have a son who has been in 
the Marine Corps for the last 23 
years,” she said. “My father-in-
law served in the Navy during 
World War II and my stepfather 
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Brigitte Farrell and Jeannie Ashline walk 
in Orlando’s Veterans Day Parade.
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was in the Army during the 
Korean War. So the family has a 
long line of military service.”

Farrell is Clermont’s Historian 
and 3-year Trustee.

“I immigrated to this country, 
and I’m very proud of this country 
and thankful for everything it 
has given me,” she said. “(Being 
an Auxiliary member) is my 
way of giving a heartfelt thank 
you to the military and all of the 
things veterans have done for this 
country.”

Here’s a look at some of what 
the ladies of Auxiliary 5277 are 
doing:

They regularly make the 
40-mile-each-way trek to 
Orlando’s Lake Nona VA 
Medical Center to do things 
for veterans, like gifting hand-
knitted hats and hand-sewn 
blankets, stuffed animals and 
games. They also helped plan a 
Halloween party for vets.

They’ve organized several 
Buddy Poppy drives – their very 
first was on Memorial Day, and 
the second was on Veterans Day. 
They intertwined the poppies 
with red, white and blue ribbon, 
handed out special candies with 
“thank you” written on them to 
veterans and raised additional 
funds with knitted flag pins and 
patriotic corsages.

Other winter activities 
included hosting a big 
Thanksgiving dinner at the 
Post as well as holiday bake sale 
fundraiser/pictures with Santa 
Claus event.

They’re also active in the 
classroom, partnering with 

teachers on flag etiquette 
and proper flag retirement 
ceremonies, which called for 
handing out lots of R.A.P. 
cards. The Auxiliary and Post 
presented two young ladies 
who wrote for the Voice of 
Democracy and Patriot’s Pen 
essay competitions with $500 for 
their respective college funds.

And there’s more to come, 
Ashline and Farrell said.

“We did a nice dinner for 
people in the community, 
and probably sent out 150 
invitations,” Farrell said. “We did 
end up signing up a member. 
We’re getting more and more 
involved, and we’re trying to get 
more members. We’re bugging 
our husbands to bug other 
husbands at the Post to get their 
wives to join, and we’re thinking 
about new ways to find members.
Whether it’s birthday or how 
are you doing cards or trying 
to get things out in the media 
about what we’re doing and what 
programs we support.”       AC 
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Auxiliary 5277 
is active in the 
classroom, partnering 
with teachers on 
flag etiquette and 
proper flag retirement 
ceremonies, which 
called for handing out 
lots of R.A.P. cards.

Auxiliary 5277 members Theresa 
Roll and Laura Mustapha attend a 
Memorial Day service at Orlando’s 
Waterfront Park. Mustapha wrote and 
presented a speech for the service.

It’s official! Past Department of Florida President Debbie McCollum, Auxiliary 
President Jeannie Ashline and other members attend Auxiliary 5277’s installation.
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