


“I move that…….”

Any member in good 

standing with the 

Auxiliary can make a 

motion. They should 

raise their hand or stand 

up when no one else has 

the floor. After being 

recognized by the chair, 

they make their motion.



Another member 

seconds the motion.

“I second the motion” 

or 

“I second it” 



The President restates the 

motion using the name of 

the individuals that made the 

motion and second it.  

“Tom made a motion to 

buy….. Seconded by Jenny, is 

there any discussion?”



Why should the 

President repeat the 

motion and use the 

names of the 

individuals that 

made the motion 

and seconded it?



 Makes sure the 

secretary has the 

correct motion and who 

made it and seconds it.

 Makes sure everyone 

heard the motion 

correctly.



If there is no 

discussion… or 

after discussion.

The President states, “All 

those in favor say Aye, all 

those opposed say Nay”

If it passes, “The ayes 

have it, the motion 

carries.”

If it fails, “The nays 

have it and the 

motion fails.”



What happens 

if no one 

seconds the 

motion?

Motion dies for 

lack of a second.



When a 

motion 

needs to be 

changed 

beyond 

simple word 

changes….

It is simpler to 

have the 

person who 

made the 

original motion 

withdraw it 

and the second 

and create a 

new motion.



What happens when 

someone wants to 

amend the motion?

A motion may be 

amended before it is 

voted on.

You can: 

 Add words

 Strike words

 Strike and insert 

words



When a motion has been 

amended, which part do you 

vote on first?

The original motion 

Or

The Amendment?

The Amendment is voted on 

first.



You are tired of the 

debate, and you call 

for the question and 

it has a second. 

This is not 

debatable, but 

requires what 

percentage of a 

vote?

2/3 vote



What is, “not debatable” and which 

motions fit this?

Not debatable means you do not 

have a discussion on this type of 

motion.

 Call for the question

 Motion to extend discussion

 Motion to recess



When a motion is made by a committee, does 

it need to have a second?

NO



The #1 way to vote is by 

voice vote.

This is great for 

approving the minutes or 

simple motions.

Not always the best way if 

you need to have a 2/3 vote.



When doing a 2/3 vote 

it is better to have a 

show of hands or have 

the members 

stand up.  

This way you are not 

making a 

judgement call.



Ballot Votes are best when 

people don’t want others to 

know how they voted.

This works for contested 

elections.

But remember it takes 

longer to figure out who 

won when the votes

have to be counted.



Don’t let your 

brain go on 

vacation, 

know the 

basics of 

handling a 

motion!



It is your job as President to 

make the members feel 

comfortable enough, they 

can voice their opinion 

without being criticized. 

You set the tone of the 

meeting.



So, be decisive.

Right or wrong, make 

a decision.

The road of life is 

paved with flat 

squirrels who 

couldn’t make a 

decision.
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