
VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS OF THE UNITED 

STATES AUXILIARY 

Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States Auxiliary
National Mid-Year Conference - Council of Administration Meeting 

Friday, February 22, 2021 

The Council of Administration meeting was called to order on Monday, February 

22, 2021 in the Aqualea Room of the Hyatt Regency Beach Resort, Clearwater, 

Florida at 8:00 a.m. by National President Sandi Onstwedder. 

VFW Commander-in-Chief Hal Roesch was escorted into the meeting by National 

Conductress Brenda Bryant. Hal began his speech by having us all join in to sing 

“Happy Birthday” to Sr. Vice Commander-in-Chief Fritz Mihelcic on Facebook Live. 

Hal said he is happy to serve this year. The VFW decided to move forward with 

elections, and we cannot use COVID as an excuse. We are the right people to get 

the job done. We have thought outside the box in many ways, including poppy 

assembly. We had a need; we started having Posts assemble them as a test, and 

we now have 9 million poppies in reserve. Posts and Auxiliaries worked together 

with soccer teams, Boys, and Girl scouts; some Posts even did a sidewalk 

distribution and pick up, so members could assemble poppies at home. Post 

Homes have been used for testing and vaccination distribution sites. He also told 

us that the virtual VOD ceremony will be on Facebook Live 8 pm CST on April 1st. 

He is very proud to be a member of the Veterans of Foreign Wars. He then 

thanked his wife Beth and his President Sandi for all their support. We are a team. 

National President Sandi then introduced our other special guest, John Rich of the 

singing duo Big & Rich. John listened to the Chief’s remarks and commented on 

how much the VFW and Auxiliary continue to do. He informed us that he brings 

active military members on stage at every concert. The band does a toast, 

followed by singing “God Bless America.” Many of these veterans are VFW 

members. John was excited to find Sandi’s information on our website. He called 

us with the information about how he contributes to Folds of Honor. Folds of 

Honor’s mission is to assist with college education expenses for the families of 

fallen service members. Sandi announced that he will be the recipient of the 
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“Better World Award.” She will present this award to Mr. Rich at the National 

Convention in Baltimore. Hopefully, he will be able to attend in person. 

John logged off Zoom and Hal and his wife Beth were escorted from the room.  

Next to speak were the Candidates for National Guard. Donna Mills from the 

Department of PA spoke first followed by Stephen Doherty from the Department 

of RI.  

At 8:47 a.m. the Opening Ceremonies of the Council Meeting were performed, 

and Roll Call found all Council Members present except: 

Council Member #7 Terry Force and Area C Sharron Barger. (Ann announced 

that Sharron had been on her way to the Mid-Year and had to turn back. She had to 
have emergency surgery for a kidney stone.) 
 

There were no corrections to the minutes as printed and sent.  

Budget Chairman PNP Jan Owens presented the 2019-2020 (12-Month) Budget 

Report.  Jan reported that the market was strong even during COVID-19, and our 

investments are on par. We are down in member benefits and should look at 

decreasing that for future budgets. She reported that we were over budget on 

program awards because so many reached the set goals. National JV President 

Jane Reape made the motion on behalf of the committee to accept the budget as 

presented. Motion carried and the 12-Month Budget was approved. 

PNP Sissy Borel presented the Audit Report for Audit Chairman PNP Dixie Hild. 

Dixie was present via Zoom. A motion was made by PNP Colette Bishop, seconded 

by Council Member #20 Laurie Lucas to accept the Audit. Motion carried and the 

Audit was approved. 

Budget Chairman PNP Jan Owens presented the 2020-2021 (3-Month) Budget 

Report. The only area of concern is the possibility that we may be over the budget 

on special meetings due to bringing the candidates to Headquarters for Facebook 

Live. She suggested we look at what else is in that line item to see if anything 

could be reclassified to another area.  

Motion was made on behalf of the committee, by committee member SV 

President Jean Hamil, to accept the 3-Month Budget and to approve the overage 

of the program book. Motion carried. 



   

There was no Unfinished Business. 

New Business 

National Sr. Vice President Jean Hamil presented the report on the Life 

Membership Fund. Jean reported how this fund is doing very well. However, she 

also reminded us that we are still lacking in reporting our deceased members. The 

Life Membership Committee, therefore, recommended we increase the payout of 

$9.00 to $9.30 for the next year.  

National Sr. Vice President Jean Hamel, on behalf of the committee, made a 

motion to accept the Life Membership Report and the committee’s 

recommendation to increase the payout to $9.30, next year. Motion carried. 

PNP Virginia Carman reported on the Bylaw revisions which will be voted on from 

last year’s submissions are still available to view on the website. They will be 

voted on during the National Convention in July. We currently have 2 resolutions 

sent in by Departments. However, they were voted on at a Council Meeting and 

not at a Department meeting with delegate registration. She suggested a Special-

Order allowing Departments to vote on resolutions at their Department 

Convention. A motion was made by PNP Colette Bishop and seconded by PNP 

Peggy Haake that, for this year only, we allow Departments to submit resolutions 

made at their 2021 Department Convention. They must be submitted to National 

Headquarters by July 1, 2021 be considered for vote at the National Convention in 

Baltimore. The National Convention in Baltimore must be an in-person convention 

for these new resolutions to be considered. Motion carried.  National President 

Sandi Onstwedder will get the Special Order done and out to departments by the 

1st week in March. 

National Sr. Vice President Jean Hamil made a motion, seconded by National Jr. 

Vice President Jane Reape, to give the National Secretary-Treasurer Ann 

Panteleakos a 1.3% increase in salary based on the performance evaluation 

completed by National President Sandi Onstwedder and immediate PNP Peggy 

Haake. This amount is in line with the COLA increase given to Social Security 

recipients this year. The raise is to be effective with the start of the fiscal year. 

PNP Dee Guillory made an amendment to the motion to add this to the Standing 

Rules, seconded by National Conductress Brenda Bryant.  The amendment failed. 

The motion as originally presented carried.  



   

 

Members were reminded of the Ambassadors’ presentations to follow the 

meeting. 

All groups expressed their appreciation for coming to such a lovely place and 

having a wonderful meeting.  

Following the Closing Ceremonies, the meeting was adjourned at 10:50 a.m. with 

the next meeting planned for August 2, 2021 to be held in Baltimore, Maryland. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Ann Panteleakos 
National Secretary-Treasurer 
 
Date approved: _________________ 


