
HELPFUL HINTS  

FOR NATIONAL PRESIDENT JEAN HAMIL 

2021-2022 

 

1) Appoint a knowledgeable driver for the area where the National President will visit 

and for her trip from and to the airport.  This person (or another person) should also be 

able to assist with the National President’s luggage.   

2) The National President ALWAYS rooms alone.  Reserve the National President a 

non-smoking room with 2 beds.  A microwave and small refrigerator would be 

appreciated if available.  (NOTE: The National President may request a Handicapped 

Room if her Significant Other will be traveling with her.  The National Headquarters 

Office will let you know prior to her arrival if that is required.)  Try to avoid having 

her room in close proximity to a Hospitality Room.  Preferably, her room would 

be near either the President’s room or that of the assigned aide.  Her room 

number should be private.  You are responsible for reserving the room on your credit 

card, then the National President will transfer the room and all her room expenses to 

her credit card upon her arrival.  

3) The National President would appreciate a small bag/basket in her room.  She likes 

bottled water, hot tea, bananas, grapes, “Kind” brand bars, snack bag size of almonds, 

Sprite Zero and Diet Decaffeinated Coca-Cola.  Don’t overdo.  Use the money on a 

project. 

4) IMPORTANT:  Jean is allergic to live flowers!  DO NOT have real flowers in her 

room!  DO NOT present Jean with a live corsage! 

5) ATTIRE:  You MUST indicate on the Visit Request Form the attire for the National 

President for every event during her visit.  For example, if a dinner or banquet will be 

semi-formal or formal, please indicate that.  Also, if you want the National President 

to arrive for her visit dressed in the Official Look or any other special attire, you 

MUST indicate that on the Visit Request Form! 

6) Upon her arrival, please hand the National President Jean a complete, final visit 

itinerary which includes times and locations as well as the attire for each event.   

7) Please make her visit a minimal cost to your Department.  Jean wants to meet with 

Auxiliary and VFW members.  So, please extend invitations to all members in your 

Department to attend and participate in her visit. 



8) (If the pandemic is still ongoing) In light of the COVID-19 Pandemic, please ask all 

attendees of events with the Department President to follow State/County, and CDC 

guidelines and wear a mask and maintain social distancing.   

9) Please schedule events to begin after 9:00am if possible. But Jean enjoys going to 

breakfast.  So please keep that in mind.  And if possible, events should not be 

scheduled after 9:00pm unless it is a banquet or special dinner. 

10) Jean wants to see whatever you’re proud of showing her in your state.  Jean is a 

collector and likes birds.  Something representing the bird of your State would also be 

appreciated. 

11) GIFTS: Jean is really appreciative of all gifts but hates to see needless expense.  

So, when your members ask for suggestions for gifts, remember smaller, easy to ship 

items are advisable.  A pretty card and monetary gift or gift card are always nice.  

REMEMBER, your Department will need to have the gifts mailed after her visit, at 

Department expense. 

12) FINALLY, KEEP THESE IN MIND: 

a) Do NOT make unnecessary trips to Jean’s room and do NOT give her room 

number out.  If a quiet private talk is needed, it is up to you as Department 

President to arrange it with the National President. 

b) Keep in mind the hour.  Jean will need to check in at regular intervals with the 

National VFW Auxiliary Kansas City Office as well as her family, so please allow 

some quiet time. 

c) Always have a copy of Jean’s visit schedule with you, so you can see what her 

activities will be the following day and make the recommendations to her as to 

what time she might wish to retire to her room. 

Hopefully, these Helpful Hints will assist you in preparing for the National President’s 

visit and help make her visit GREAT.  But remember, the final decision on these Helpful 

Hints will be Jean’s.   

 

Cortina Barnes 

Past National President 

Advisory Committee Chairman 2021-2022 

 


