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What We Are Covering
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• Origins of VFW eligibility

• Review of the By-Laws covering eligibility

• Common questions we answer frequently

• Dispel with common mis-conceptions 
regarding VFW eligibility



Section 101 of By-Laws as Amended July 23, 2023
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Sec. 101 - Eligibility.

An individual is eligible for membership in the corporation only if the individual is serving
or has served honorably as a member of the Armed Forces of the United States:

(1) in a foreign war, insurrection, or expedition, which service has been recognized as 
campaign medal service and is governed by the authorization of the award of a campaign 
badge by the Government of the United States; or

(2) on the Korean peninsula or in its territorial waters for not less than 30 consecutive days, 
or a total of 60 days, after June 30, 1949; or

(3) while a member of the Armed Forces serving in an area which entitled the
individual to receive special pay for duty subject to hostile fire or imminent danger.



Pillars of Eligibility
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Honorable Service
 

Foreign Conflict



Categories of Discharge
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Categories of discharges:

1. Honorable

2. Under Honorable Conditions (General)

3. Under Other than Honorable Conditions

4. Bad Conduct

5. Dishonorable

6. Uncharacterized

What to do if DD-214 does not show category (ask for 2-copy)



Campaign Medals
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• WWII-era ones

• Korea and Korea Defense

• Vietnam, Desert Storm

• Expeditionary Medals + Navy/Marine Corps Explain 

how they work (catch-all)

• GWOTEM/ICM/ACM/IRCM, current conflicts

• Badges: CIB, CAB, CMB, CAR, CGCAR,  AFCAM

• SSBN Deterrent Patrol Insignia



Hostile Fire & Imminent Danger Pay
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• Not the same as Hazardous Duty Pay!

• Started in 1971 (Cambodia) and 1973 
(Vietnam), anything prior is not the same 
thing.

• National maintains a record of all IDP 
locations, constantly updating and 
changing. 



DD-214, What to Look For?
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Character of Service

Decorations, Medals, Badges, Citations 
and Campaign Ribbons awarded or 
authorized

Name/Service Branch

Remarks

Foreign Service Counter



Other Useful Documents
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Other useful documents include:

• DFAS Pay Records

• Military Orders

• DD-215 (Correction to DD-214)

• Citation(s) of Medals/Ribbons



What About Navy Ships?
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OPNAV NOTICE-1650



Why Check Eligibility?
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• How and why to check eligibility, what to do if there’s 
been an error. (Section 108)



Summary
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• Origins of VFW eligibility

• Review of the By-Laws covering eligibility

• Common questions we answer frequently

• Dispel with common mis-conceptions 
regarding VFW eligibility



Contact Information
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Membership Department
Monday – Friday 8:15-4:15 CST

1-888-564-6839
membership@vfw.org

mailto:membership@vfw.org


Membership Mondays
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Membership Mondays 

* If you have a suggestion for a Membership 
Monday topic, please forward to the National 

Membership Department at, 
membership@vfw.org.

mailto:membership@vfw.org


QUESTIONS?
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